LIGHT THE NIGHT 2010 – FUNDRAISING TIPS

Here is some information and tips to get the fundraising process moving. It's NEVER too early to start asking for donations—the earlier you begin asking, the more time you give people to get their donations in to you!  You’ll also have more time (if you choose) to hold various fundraising events such as garage sales, car washes, and bake sales.

GETTING HELP
· If you have GENERAL questions, contact your local 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
 (LLS) chapter. They should be able to give you any materials or assistance you need regarding fundraising for Light The Night (LTN). Remember—their job is to help you raise the most money possible! Utilize this resource and don’t be shy about asking for help.
· If your questions cannot be answered by your local LLS chapter, please feel free to email us at LTN.TeamJM(at)gmail(dot)com.


VIRTUAL WALKING & ANDREW’S PAGE
· If you can’t make it to the walk, you can still raise money by a process called "virtual walking." This is how you can raise money without being physically present at the event.  Sign up for a walk as you normally would and fundraise through your webpage.  The money you raise WILL be counted in our team total.

· Also, if you’re unable to participate as a virtual walker, Andrew has an official account to which you can donate: http://pages.lightthenight.org/los/griffith10/AMcMahon.


FUNDRAISING
· The most common way to fundraise is a letter-writing campaign, i.e. MASS EMAILS. When you sign up for your LTN walk, check out their online toolbox.  LLS has several letter templates you can use to send to your friends, family, as well as to businesses who might be interested in sponsoring you.  

· REMEMBER to mention the most important things in your letter: WHAT IS THE CAUSE AND WHY ARE YOU PARTICIPATING. You might be surprised how much people will want to help you out!  
· Post your donation link on your Facebook, MySpace, LiveJournal, Tumblr, and Twitter.  (P.S. Check out the fundraising tools for your LTN account; you’ll find a Facebook fundraising widget you can add to your profile.)
· Please DO NOT spam people's pages, walls, or email inboxes.  
· Remember that both your first and last name show up on your donation page—please use caution and common sense about where you post the link and who you’re sending it to.  
· Customize your donation page with a photo or personal story.

· Remind your supporters that donations can be made online (via credit card) or offline (cash or checks). Make sure checks are made out to: "The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society." 
GENERAL LETTER TEMPLATE: 
Dear Friends, 

As you may already know I am involved in fundraising for Light the Night Walk. By supporting this great campaign, we can help save lives. The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is the world's largest voluntary health organization with a mission solely focused on finding cures for leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myeloma - and to improving the quality of life of patients and their families. 

Blood cancer survival rates increase every year, and that's largely due to the relentless efforts of the Society and financial support from people like us. I'm writing today to request your support in the form of a [enter $ amount here] tax-deductible donation, however any amount will help and be appreciated. Check with your place of work too, there may be matching funds that you're not aware of. 

We're saving lives $1 dollar at a time - will you please join our effort to fight cancer? 

To make things easier, please visit my online fundraising page at [put your fundraising link here] where you can make a safe online donation. Thank you for supporting my Light the Night Walk. There is a cure, and together we'll find it! 

Sincerely, 
[your name] 

JACK'S SPECIFIC TEMPLATE:
Dear Friends, 

I will be walking in the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's Light the Night Walk at [enter walksite location] on [the date of your walk]. The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is the world's largest voluntary health organization with a mission solely focused on finding cures for leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myeloma - and to improving the quality of life of patients and their families. 

I am asking for your help in reaching my goal of raising [enter goal $ amount here] this year. If you are interested in donating to help me reach my goal and make a difference, you can make a secure online donation at [put your fundraising link here]. No amount is too big or too small! 

As many of you may or may not know, Andrew McMahon, the lead singer of the bands Something Corporate and Jack's Mannequin, was diagnosed with leukemia 5 years ago.  August 23rd, 2010, marks the five-year anniversary of a stem cell transplant that saved his life. So it would really mean a lot to him and to me, if you all could support this worthy cause. 

Thank you for your support! 

Sincerely, 
[your name] 

